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Southern Electric staff join Lions volunteers for canal towpath clean-up

11 August 2011

There were no shopping trolleys this time, but plenty of cans, bottles and even traffic cones when volunteers from Southern Electric joined the Lions Club of Reading in a blitz on the canal towpath around County Lock.
Angela Godwin, Rebecca Gore, Maggie Warner and Sue Collinson from  Southern Electric’s offices in Vastern Road, Reading, pitched in with gloves, safety boots and  hedge trimmers to spend a day sprucing up the area.

They removed rubbish from the canal, trimmed overhanging trees, and cut down overgrown foliage from around the pathways.  And for good measure they presented a cheque of £125 to the Lions, which had been awarded to the procurement team at Southern Electric for its outstanding safety record.

Team member, Angela Godwin, said:  “It was a very hot day so we found it quite tiring, but very rewarding to make the area more pleasant for the local community.  It made a tremendous difference, and it was nice to receive comments of ‘‘well done’’ and “good job” from members of the public who walked by.

“Under Southern Electric’s Community at Heart scheme, we’re all given a day away from the office in which we can do voluntary work for a community project of our choice. It was great to see the area looking so much better once we’d finished!”

Staff from Southern Electric plan to continue their support for the Lions Club of Reading, with staff volunteering on a regular basis.

County Lock, near the Oracle, is managed by The Kennet and Avon Canal Trust and Reading Borough Council.  The Lions Club of Reading has officially adopted the area. 

Dave Ebsworth, President, the Lions Club of Reading, said: “The adoption of County Lock represents a commitment on the part of the Lions Club to improve an area of Reading for the benefit of the community, so volunteers are always welcome.
“It represents the type of community service projects that are undertaken by the Lions Club of Reading, other projects including a Southcote Community Centre Christmas lunch for the elderly, our June Community Fun Day in Prospect Park and the Powerchair Football Club Project - for disabled people.”
-ends-

Notes to Editors: Southern Electric is a leading UK-owned provider of electricity and gas. Its principal centres of operation are in Havant, Reading, Portsmouth and Basingstoke. Southern Electric’s parent company, SSE (Scottish and Southern Energy), supplies more than 10 million customers through its retail brands, Southern Electric, SWALEC, Scottish Hydro Electric and Atlantic. SSE is the largest non-nuclear electricity generator with over 11,000 megawatts of capacity from the most diverse portfolio of power stations. It is also the leading generator of electricity from renewable resources.
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