
Waitrose hosts the launch of the notorious Reading Lions Christmas Sleigh on Friday, November 26th at 5pm at their Oxford Road branch
Throughout the evenings of December, the notorious Christmas Sleigh, complete with Santa and willing elves handing out Christmas sweets, will start its official tour of the streets of Reading, Tilehurst and Caversham, to collect money for its charities. 

The Lions Club of Reading has supported the needy at Christmas for many years. Until a few years ago, the Club would provide food parcels and deliver them to the recipients, but with ever increasing data protection issues relating to obtaining names and addresses, we have had to alter our arrangements. We now contact a number of local surgeries and their health visitors select recipients, thanks to their local knowledge. 
This year we are very pleased to be supported by Waitrose Ltd, Oxford Road. Branch Manager, Tony Byrne said, “We are pleased to host the launch of the Christmas Sleigh as both the Lions Club of Reading and Waitrose understand the importance of supporting the local community. We will also support the Lions Club in our Community Matters* scheme”.
The Lions Club will be providing 50 vouchers from money raised in December, which the recipients can spend in Waitrose. We are currently working with doctors’ surgeries to finalise numbers and will be distributing the vouchers to surgeries on 14th December for health visitors to hand over to their chosen recipients.
“We are extremely grateful to Waitrose for their financial support this year and our combined involvement will certainly make a difference to the recipients” said Eric Warner, President, Lions Club of Reading. “Every year, we get the support of the public and every little bit they give is really appreciated, not just by us, but also by the charities and recipients we donate the money to”
The Christmas Sleigh will be returning to Waitrose, Oxford Road Branch on Saturday 11th December – from 10am to 4pm. 
Santa will also make the following appearances:

December 1st

Northcourt Avenue
December 2nd

Coley Park

December 3rd

Southcote

Tilehurst

December 6th

Halls Road

December 7th

Westwood Road

December 8th

Elvaston Way
December 9th 

Potteries

December 10th

Chiltern Road

Caversham

December 13th 

Oaktree Road
December 14th 

All Hallows Road

December 15th & 16th 
Caversham Heights

December 20th

Emmer Green

Shinfield

December 21st

Shinfield Rise
* Waitrose Community Matters is a scheme that makes a donation of £1000 a month per branch between 3 local causes, chosen by the general public – using a token, provided at the checkout.
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