
Reading Lions Christmas Sleigh raises over £5000 for local charities
The elderly are supported with Christmas Activities 
Supported by Waitrose, the notorious Christmas Sleigh raised over £5000 during its official tour of the streets of Reading, Tilehurst and Caversham throughout December – despite the snow and ice. Before the tour, Reading Lions worked with doctors’ surgeries to identify recipients of Waitrose vouchers and ensured they were distributed in time for Christmas.

“We are extremely grateful to the generosity of Reading residents which certainly made a difference to the voucher recipients who wouldn’t have had much else over the Christmas period” said Eric Warner, President, Lions Club of Reading. “We have raised more than we did last year, enabling us to support some additional local causes”.
As well as collecting money, we also collected a number of great excuses for not contributing to those local causes; on answering the door and hearing our charity explanation, we were told, “I’m not in”, “My purse isn’t here” or in one case we were accused of being burglars as we used the door knocker instead of the bell. 

December is a busy time for the Reading Lions. For the last four years, our members have helped to cook and serve Christmas lunch for at least 70 local, elderly residents in Southcote. We work with a local Doctor and the group from the Southcote Community centre to provide a traditional Christmas lunch followed by local entertainment and a fun raffle. In addition, 120 individual Christmas cakes were bought and wrapped for distribution by the WRVS with their 'meals on wheels' service on Christmas Day.  

In addition to funds raised from the Christmas Sleigh, local companies supported the Christmas Appeal by raffling chocolate Christmas Santas. Thank you to the following organisations:

WarnerComm

Top Cut

Ibis Club

Costa Coffee – Caversham

Reading Football Club - Stewards

Loddon Valley Police Station
The Hop Leaf

Hook & Tackle

Toby Carvery – Caversham

The Pond House

Billingbear Golf Club

Maiden Erleigh Bowls Club
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